
2016-17 OFFICERS 

Legion 

Commander Bobby Vandenbush 

1st Vice  Mario Gutierrez 

2nd Vice Herman Yentz 

Adjutant Cory Waddingham 

Service Officer Bob Kaminski 

Finance Officer Bill Freauff 

Sgt. at Arms  Tommy 

Edmondson 

Chaplain Ed Kownslar 

Historian Phyllis Moynihan 

Judge Adv. Sam Underwood 

House Committee  

Chairman Open 

Executive Committee Bob 

Elkins, Frank Roberson, Del Mar-

tin, Charlie Peoples 

S.A.L. 

Commander Michael Paul Mel-

goza 

Vice Commander Troy Hartog 

Finance Officer  Jeff Prutz 

Adjutant Lewis Elam 

Sgt. at Arms Mark Rodriguez 

Judge Adv. Ed Wimble 

Chaplain Ed Kownslar 

Historian Tom Arista 

Auxiliary 

President Styrla Eubank 

1st Vice Sylvia Shipman 

2nd Vice Terri Perales 

Treasurer Sharon Shumate 

Secretary Laura Ramirez 

Chaplain Amy Potter 

Historian  Sherry Westbrook 

Sgt. at Arms Patricia Moore 

Executive Committee Shirley 

Gray, Donna Harrell, JoMama,  

Janice Velasco 

Legion Riders 

Director Herman Yentz 

Asst. Director Joe Mac 

Secretary Cindy Freauff  

Treasurer Brenda DeLeon 

Sgt. at Arms John Griffin 

Chaplain Troy Hartog 

From the Commander 

A  p u b l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  L o v e  F i e l d  P o s t  4 5 3   

June 2015 

Elections were held at the May 3 

American Legion meeting. Please 

congratulate our new Legion offi-

cers (listed at left). I'm sure you'll 

support them as well as you've 

supported me over the past year. 

Board of Trustees appointees are:  

 Bob Cobey 

 John Laun 

 Bill Nichols 

 Francis Stone 

 Ed Speed 

June 25: A joint installation of all new officers will be 

held at 2:00 PM. Please attend and show your support 

for your new officers for 2016/2017. 

June 7: Representatives from the USO present their 

plans for supporting our servicemen and women at 

American Legion meeting at 7:00 PM. 

June 11: The Veterans Resource Center hosts a flag 

retirement ceremony at 11:00 AM. Thanks to 

Brother To for taking the hundreds of old flags stored 

in our shed to the VRC. 

June 11-12: We hold this year's first Gun Raffle 

ticket sale at the Bass Pro Shop in Rockwall. We’ll be 

selling raffle tickets one weekend/month from June 

through October. A sign-up sheet is posted near the 

kitchen. You may volunteer for either the morning 

shift (9 AM to 1 PM) or afternoon shift (1-5 PM). 

Your help is needed to staff this important fundraiser. 

June 24: Love Field Post hosts a dinner for the Ma-

rine Corps League, Department of Texas Convention. 

Come to the post and help welcome USMC veterans 

from Texas. 

Love Field Post is working with the City of Dallas 

to implement recycling of glass, aluminum, plastic and 

other materials that are currently being sent to a 

landfill. Thanks to Jeff Prutz for helping establish this 

important recycling program. 

Bobby Vandenbush 

Post 453 Commander 

Love F ie ld Gazette  

My first year in the governing body 

of Love Field Post 453 has been 

quite an experience. From the 

beginning I was granted the author-

ity to lead the Post in General and 

an Executive Board meetings when 

Commander Bobby went on an overdue vacation. 

Members present at both meetings have to be com-

mended for trusting me in conducting Post business. 

As 1st Vice Commander, I am mainly concerned 

with membership. I requested your help in improving 

our membership standing in the 5th District. Fortu-

nately, as of May 3, we attained 100% of our member-

ship goal. Quoting the City of Dallas Street and Ser-

vice trucks, “Together we can make it happen” sure 

represents this post. This quotation shows that we 

work together and DID make it happen. 

Kudos go out to you, the members; to the Adju-

tant/Chaplain Ed Kownslar for his assistance; Bill 

Freauff for his valuable advice; Charlie Peoples for 

guidance, assistance and encouragement; Tom Arista 

for his dedication to Sunday morning breakfast 

(regardless of which group had that assignment); and 

Commander Bobby, for making time to listen and 

discuss issues relating to Post 453; to Hermantor and 

Cindy Hawkins for their great attitudes. 

This is your post. Lately we have seen many guests 

here. Welcome them, make them feel at home, pro-

ject a sincere image of a Veterans organization. 

Mario Gutierrez 

From the 1st Vice  

WWII veteran Jimmy Rogers celebrated his 96th 

birthday with Post 453 friends, including Bob Elkins. 



Love F ie ld Gazette  

From the SAL 

Auxiliary elections held May 11 have brought us a 

new President-elect, Styrla Eubank. Here are 

her fellow officers for 2016-2017: 

  

 President - Styrla Eubank 

 1st Vice Sylvia Shipman 

 2nd Vice  Terri Perales 

 Secretary Laura Ramirez 

 Treasurer  Sharon Shumate 

 Chaplain  Amy Potter 

 Historian  Sherry Westbrook  

 Sgt. at Arms  Patricia Moore 

 Executive Board Shirley Gray, Donna Harrell, JoMama, Jan 

Velasco 

From the Auxiliary 

The SAL elections are over and I would like to say that 

I’m again honored to be elected Squadron Commander. 

With that being said I would like to introduce my fellow 

officers: 

 Commander Michael Paul Melgoza 

 Vice Commander Troy Hartog 

 Finance Officer  Jeff Prutz 

 Adjutant Lewis “Catfish” Elam 

 Sgt. at Arms Mark Rodriguez 

 Judge Advocate Ed Wimble 

 Chaplain Ed Kownslar 

 Historian Tom Arista 

If you see these men at the Post say Congratulations. I look forward 

to working with each and everyone of them. Hope to see all SAL 

members at the Post, so stop by and see all the great things we are All 

doing. 

For God & Country, 

453 group starts Memorial Day by placing flags at Restland. 

From the Riders 

Elections were held during our May 1 Legion Rider 

meeting. Please congratulate our new ALR officers and 

I’m sure you'll support them as well as you’ve sup-

ported me over the past several years. 

Here are the new officers for the 2016/2017 year. 

 

 Director Herman Yentz 

 Asst. Director Joe Mac 

 Secretary Cindy Freauff 

 Treasurer Brenda DeLeon 

 Chaplain Troy Hartog 

 Sgt-at-Arms John Griffin 

Here are the upcoming Rider activities or events of interest to the Rid-

ers. 

June 4 - Benefit run for Jodi Beaulne 

June 5 - Legion Rider Monthly Meeting at 1:00 PM 

June 5 - Clean Out Post's Storage Sheds (volunteers needed) 

June 11 - Carrollton Post 597 Poker Run 

June 11 - Flag Retirement Ceremony at the VRC 

June 12 - Impromptu Ride, Destination TBA, KSU about 10:30 AM 

June 17 - Lake Texoma Weekend 

June 24 - Riders’ Dinner/Post 453 Hosts  USMC League, Dept. of Tx. 

June 25 - Joint Installation of American Legion Family Officers 2-5 PM  

June 26 - Riders’ Breakfast 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

July 4 - Cook-Out at Post 453 

July 17 - Nation of Patriots Tour Flag Hand-off to us 

July 18 - Nation of Patriots Tour at Post 453. Post 453 Riders to 

Carry Flag to Abilene 

Sept. 17 - 4th Annual Homeless Veterans Benefit Run 

 

Please ensure that Brenda has your current email address as her 

list will be used to cross-check the list used to email the post news-

letter. 

It has been my great pleasure to have served as your director. 

Together we have accomplished many important things over the 

past years and we have much more to do in supporting our veter-

ans and military families. 

“Just remember: to be grateful and thank the people who are there 

and support you along the way is a great start to success.” - Meryl Davis 

 

Bobby Vandenbush 



June 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

  

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 Karaoke 

SAL Dinner 

6-8 pm 

4   Benefit RUN 

for Jodi Beaulne 

 

   Karaoke 

5  SAL 

    Breakfast  

   10-noon  

Riders Meeting 

6  7  Legion  

Meeting 7 PM  

Karaoke 

8 

Aux. Meeting  

7 PM 

9 

SAL Meeting     

7 PM  

10 Karaoke 

Aux Dinner 

6-8 PM 

11 Karaoke 

 

  

12 Aux  

  Breakfast 

  10-noon  

 

13 14  Flag Day 15 16 17 Karaoke 

Legion Dinner  

6-8 PM 

18 Karaoke 

19 Legion 

Breakfast  

10-noon 

20 21 Legion Exec. 

Board 7 PM 

Karaoke 

22 23 24 Karaoke 

Riders Dinner  

(Welcome Marine 

Corps League!) 

25 Installation 

of Officers 2 PM  

Karaoke 

26 Riders 

Breakfast 10-

noon 

27 28 29 30 July 1 Karaoke 

SAL Dinner 6-8 

PM 

July 2 Karaoke 

Chaplain’s Corner 

As many of you know I have been diagnosed with and 

am being treated for liver cancer. The 5 year survival 

rate for this type of cancer is less than 50% without a 

transplant. With a transplant the rate goes up past 

85% or the normal life expectancy. Looking at these 

statistics I have given serious consideration to what I 

believe about death and the after-life, as one might expect. 

First, while most people talk about human beings possessing a soul, I 

believe that we are spiritual beings who possess bodies for a period of 

time. The essence of each of us, our spirits have no end. I believe that 

there is a very fine line between the “real” world and the world-to-

come.  I believe that once this period of time with a body ends, the 

spirit, the life force, the energy that is mine will continue forever. Sci-

entists tell us 

that energy can 

not be de-

stroyed, it can 

only change in 

form. For ex-

ample, water 

never disap-

pears it changes 

into vapor through evaporation or boil-

ing, then it is transformed into a snow 

flake or hail stone or rain drop. The wa-

ter may change form, but the H2O mole-

cule remains; as will I. 

Secondly, I do not believe places (i.e. 

geographical locations) exist for a 

“heaven” or a “hell.” I believe in an all powerful, ever-living, ever-loving 

God. A God that is omnipresent; there is no place where God isn't, so 

a place like “hell” can never exist. I believe, as Saint Paul did, that “we 

live, we move and we have our being in God” now and always. This 

leads me to my final point. 

Jesus showed us that our lives should be spent in service to others. 

He taught us about a sacrificial love for our neighbors.  I do not fear 

death, but I'm not finished fulfilling that requirement to love, to give, to 

lift up my brothers and sisters. I will, as Dylan Thomas wrote,“Rage, 

rage against the dying of the light” and I “will not go gentle into that 

good night.” 

For God and Country, 

Rev. Ed Kownslar 

Post 453 Chaplain and Adjutant 

Lewis Elam (Catfish) 

Ed Kownslar 

Otis Robbins 

P.T. (recovering) 

Mattie (recovering) 

SICK CALL 

Riders Lake Texhoma Weekend 

Gun Raffle Bass Pro 

Gun Raffle Bass Pro 

Help Clean 
Out Storage 

Shed! 



Licensed 

Gary Callahan 

Electrician 

Commercial & Residential 

(214) 478-7895 

Legion Riders cont. 

 


